
Where else can stencils be used? I’ve tried them 

everywhere – from my walls to my scrapbooks. But a 

new idea emerged, and I am so excited to share this 

with you today: pottery. “Paint Your Own Pottery” 

shops are popular and seem like such fun, but I never 

quite know what to paint and drawing isn’t a personal 

strength. So, what will work well? Stencils that are 

custom-created with my ScanNCut, of course!

What’s wonderful about this is that you can create 

absolutely any shape, any word, or any phrase you like 

– from favorite quotes to inside jokes or inspirational 

words. You can also utilize any of the built-in designs 

or create new ones of your own. I wanted to ensure 

success with my first project, so I went with a font with 

clean lines and shapes that I knew would layer well. 

The results are even better than I imagined, and I’m 

already thinking about holiday gifts and home décor 

possibilities for my own place.

"Queen Bee"
Stenciled Dish

May Flaum

MATERIALS: 
ScanNCut Machine; Stencil Material (CASTCL1); 

Pottery Piece; Paint; Paint Brushes; and a Pick 

or ScanNCut Hook Tool.

step 1. Open the “Type Converter” app on your computer, select your font, and type 

your word(s). Save to a USB drive and eject from your computer. If you haven't 

downloaded the application, you can do so at Brother Support.

projects

Opinion expressed by paid consultant. Color and specifications may vary.

Tip: For a longer phrase or quote, I recommend making separate word files so 
that you are better able to resize them once you are working on the ScanNCut 
machine. Remember that you can resize as much (or little) as you like!

https://www.brother-usa.com/support/


step 2. 
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step 3. 

step 4. 

Select all your letters and unify them by clicking the “Unify” button. 

Then open the “Edit” screen and resize your word(s) as needed. 

Place more patterns by clicking “Add” and then selecting the designs you like. 

Change the quantities and sizes in the "Edit" screen as desired. Once you are 

satisfied, fit your pieces onto the mat for cutting, either manually or automatically 

through the ScanNCut.

Insert the USB drive into the ScanNCut machine, and open the file(s) by accessing 

the saved files on your USB drive and follow the prompts on the screen.



step 4.
(cont.d)
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step 5. 

step 6. 

Load the stencil material onto your standard mat and into the machine. Be sure 

to test a small piece of material on mat before securing material and beginning 

project. Cut the material and head to the pottery studio!

Before you paint, set the various pieces down to get an idea for how you want 

them arranged. Then, remove the pieces and coat with two white (or other base 

color) coats of paint and allow to dry.

Tip: Between every coat of paint, let everything dry completely. While the paint 
dries between layers, you’ll also be able to test positions of the stencil pieces and 
consider options each step of the way.

Tip: Cut a few more shapes and sizes in case you’d like to add onto or 
change your design concept as you work on the project.



step 8. 

step 9. 
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Repeat the previous step with additional pieces and paint colors. Remember to take 

plenty of time to allow the paint to fully dry and work slowly, holding down your 

pieces as needed. 

Once you are satisfied with the piece, remove all the stencil plastic (or thin paper, 

if you used paper instead of stencil material) with a pick, needle, or sharp tool. Be 

careful not to gauge paint underneath. (The hook from the optional ScanNCut tool 

set is perfect for this).

Tip: You can “repair” any paint that seeped under by gently scraping it off. You can 
also repair any paint once you are finished. (It’s very forgiving!)

step 7. Set down your first layer of the pieces (in my case, the letters) and then hold into 

place as you apply a thin layer of paint. Repeat with three layers of paint, allowing 

paint to dry between each one.



step 10. 
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Paint the back/under side if desired, and await the firing and glazing of 

your masterpiece!

Opinion expressed by paid consultant. Color and specifications may vary.


